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IVORY NUTS FROM WHICH THE OUTER HUSK HAS BEEN REMOVED

leaves for 5 or 6 years, forms the trunk,
at that age not over 3 or 4 feet high,
crowned by a canopy of leaves resembling
large green feathers. At this time fra-
grant blossoms appear at the bases of the
lowest leaves to be fructified by the pollen
borne to them by the winds or carried by
the myriad insects from the nearby male
tree. Each fruit is composed of a dozen
or more separable fruits, one of which,
broken open, is shown at the right side of
the picture. In each section of the large
fruit, there are four to six seeds the size of
an egg. These are embedded in pulp and
many coverings and are first in the form of

sacks of sweet, refreshing liquid that
changes into a soft, delicious pulp, and fi-
nally becomes the hard nut of commerce.
The nuts mature very slowly, requiring
fully a year from blossom to full ripeness.
A collection of 60 to 90 nuts in groups of
5 or 6 are incased in one huge, knobby
husk resembling a chestnut burr but much
larger. (See frontispiece of this chapter.)
This head opens at the bottom when the
nuts are ripe and lets them fall to the
ground. They are covered with a thin,
oily substance which attracts the wild hog,
guanta, guatusa, squirrel and other rodents
that leave the nuts clean for the gatherer.
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SECTIONS  OF  IVORY NUTS
Care in sawing must be taken to avoid the cracks that occur in drying.